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15 June 1951

0t Comptroller
FROM ¢ Finanes HMwviszion
SUBJECT: Erronsous Pgyment of Psr Diem

i. Abteched iz & memcrendum Ivem the Offlice of Special Opersiioms,
whilch sete forth the civoussiences surreunding en srronecus psyment of per
diem made ty the Financs Division, This cans is most unususl in that the
0ffice of Speclel Overstions spproves the psymont as mede and specifios that
the sotion teken, although technicelly in exrror, wes in fact thal wiich was
intended by (80, Accordingly, we are roqussted to meke no eslloctlon,

2. There 15 no sxouse for the srror in making this payment. The traval
order which wee slgned by me clemyly sets forth that no per dilem 1s to be pald;
however, wmy sobion in signing such vestriction doss not reflect sy determine.
tion in the cmse. It simply reflects s policy that we would pey no per dlem
or would reduce per diam payments whenever any officlal of the Agency indicated
such estion should be taken.

3. On 23 October 1950, I inserted a memorandun intc the pecord {copy et~
tached), uhich expleins, at least in part, the confusion whieh then oxisted in
the paysent of per diem. The Assistent Comptroller is well swsre of the ef-
forte of the Finsnce Division over the pericd of the lssit sighteen monthe to
esteblish better procedures for the hendling of per diem, espesially per dlem
pRyments to new employees. This metier hes finally come to the attantion of
Agsney officials ap a vesult of sotiop Ly the Task Force. Ue sro advised that
an amendwent of the regulatlons is now in the hands of Legsl Counsel sand will
be forthcoming shortly.

4. We pagret the error on the part of the Finance Divisgion. tut agree
with the 0ffics of Special Uperations that the payment eppeers to reflect the
intant of mroperly suthorized officiels.

5.  ¥e regquest your determinetion es to whether or not we should let the
peyment astand.

- T .
In Class. [ ] I 25X1A9A

tobing Chief, Finence Divielon
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